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REIMAGINING
TEEN DRIVER SAFETY

THROUGH INNOVATIVE ASSESSMENT

Policymakers, schools and teachers design assessments 
to ensure that students are prepared for the world 
outside of their classroom. The goal of driver education 
is to teach young people to be safe on the road. When 
we assess young drivers, we strive to do so in a safe and 
comprehensive way. 

Helping to ensure our children arrive home safely is the 
primary goal. NJM has partnered with Children’s Hospital 
of Pennsylvania (CHOP) in support of its innovative 
approach to driver education and virtual driving 
assessment. 

CHOP’s virtual driving assessment (VDA) offers 
tremendous potential to advance the future of teen driver 
safety. 

What makes a good assessment? 
• It’s reliable and relevant.
• It’s low-stakes and low-stress.
• It provides meaningful information on a student’s 

skills. 
• It helps educators and parents identify a learner’s 

needs.
• It gives students agency to improve their own scores.

The VDA is reliable and relevant. It runs Ready-Assess™, 
a software program that measures more than 100 skill 
metrics by exposing drivers to the most serious crash 
scenarios, including:
• Following other vehicles (rear end)
• Negotiating curves (driving off the road)
• Driving straight and too fast for conditions (driving off 

the road)
• Managing intersections with traffic (turn and timing-

related conditions)

The VDA is low-stakes and low-stress. Eligible CHOP 
Primary Care patients can take the assessment at select 
CHOP Primary Care locations, before driving independently 
on the road. The program will be fully implemented at 
most CHOP Primary Care offices over the next four years.

The VDA provides meaningful information on a student’s 
skills. We can reduce crash risk by identifying “critical 
errors” and providing tools to develop safer driving skills. 
The program is personalized, identifying a student’s 
specific skill deficits. 

The VDA helps educators and parents identify a learner’s 
needs. It provides feedback directly to young drivers and 
their parents. Participants also receive links to videos 
created by CHOP experts to develop specific driving skills. 

The VDA gives students agency to improve their own 
scores. Like NJM’s Teen Driver Safety Programs, the CHOP 
virtual driving assessment empowers students and their 
families with the information, tools and resources to learn 
safe driving habits. 

Collaborating with a shared mission
This first-of-its-kind program is a collaboration among 
CHOP Care Network Operations, the Center for Injury 
Research and Prevention, and the Possibilities Project at 
CHOP, which is reimagining the way CHOP delivers primary 
care.

The VDA offers tremendous potential to advance the 
future of teen driver safety. NJM is thrilled to collaborate 
with CHOP as part of our enduring commitment to safety 
and supporting the communities we are privileged to 
serve.
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