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School Boards Association in the Nation—Celebrating our Longstanding History and  Vision for the Future!The

The Honorable Tom Wolf 
Office of the Governor 
508 Main Capitol Building 
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
 

Dear Governor Wolf, 

The unprecedented situation presented by the COVID-19 crisis has highlighted just how critical our public 
schools are in supporting students and entire communities, especially during this period of statewide closures.  
Public education is facing a host of challenges that are unparalleled in scope and that have required creativity 
and perseverance. On April 14 the U.S. Department of Education made $104 million available to Pennsylvania 
as part of the nearly $3 billion allocated to the Governor’s Emergency Education Relief Fund authorized under 
the CARES Act.  These funds are a lifeline to public schools who are experiencing increased costs because of 
the demand to ensure that students can access meaningful learning opportunities via virtual and other remote 
means which are entirely new to most students and their teachers.  Public school students need these funds to 
be distributed quickly and efficiently to their school districts.    

Although school buildings are closed, school districts are still operating.  They are stretching financial, technical 
and creative abilities to bring food, education through virtual learning and services to children. One of the 
biggest challenges is connecting students to the resources they need, ranging from grab-and-go meals to 
purchasing laptops and other distance learning materials to acquiring Internet access and Wi-Fi hotspot 
devices. Challenges such as providing for students with special needs and English language learners in the 
absence of traditional instruction stretch the limits of virtual learning.  On a daily basis there is much more that 
our schools are offering to do to remain connected with their students in these unprecedented times.  

Undertaking these herculean tasks has been easier for some districts than others across the state as these 
unexpected needs and their costs impact district budgets. But all districts have felt the impact. Yes, buildings 
are closed, but some incorrectly believe that districts are saving money just because the physical doors are not 
open. Paying for ever-increasing and often impossible-to-pay-for mandated expenses is “business as usual” 
for districts, including employee salaries, pension and benefits, as well as payments to charter schools. Adding 
to those budgeted expenses is the lengthy list of new needs to address the challenges brought by this health 
crisis.  

Overnight, public schools have changed the manner in which we deliver education to the students of 
Pennsylvania.  We ask your administration to quickly access these funds and distribute them directly to districts 
utilizing the student-based basic education funding formula.  We ask that you bypass any and all intermediaries 
to distribute these funds to districts via the formula - as this will avoid unnecessary administrative costs 
and delays.  The federal GEER funds make clear that as Governor, you posses the authority to support the 



challenges being experienced by the 500 Pennsylvania school districts by accessing and distributing this vital 
lifeline immediately.  

It is plain from the language of the CARES Act that these funds are granted to governors, for award directly by 
governors as they deem necessary to support activities governors determine to be most essential and urgent. 
The CARES Act clearly intends that distribution of this component of emergency relief is intended to be rapid 
and direct.  Districts have risen to the challenge of this crisis without regard to expenses and are in need of 
your swift action and assistance via this important grant.    

PSBA stands ready to continue to work collaboratively with you on thoughtful action that will assist districts in 
delivery of high-quality public education to Pennsylvania’s students.  We are thankful for your willingness to 
work closely with us throughout this crisis.

Nathan G. Mains
Chief Executive Officer
Pennsylvania School Boards Association


