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ERIC WOLFGANG
PRESIDENT
Eric Wolfgang has 20 years of board expe-
rience as a former school director on the 
Central York School Board (York Co.), 13 of 
which he acted as board president. Prior to 
being elected as PSBA president, he served 
on the PSBA Governing Board as Central 
at-large representative, vice-president and 
president-elect. He has been a PSBA liaison 
since 2002 and currently is a member of 
the Legislative Advisory Council. Wolfgang 
has attained Master School Board Member 
status and the accreditation of PSBA Fellow. 
For eight years, Wolfgang represented PSBA 
as the PIAA District III representative. He also 
was on the PIAA Board of Directors for two 
years. He has had further involvement with 
PSBA as Bylaws Committee Chair; Platform 
Committee Chair; and as a member on the 
Nominating, Governance and Allwein Award 
Review committees. Wolfgang has present-
ed on behalf of PSBA at Board Presidents 
Boot Camp, the PA Newspapers Guild Boot 
Camp and was a participant on a charter 
school webinar. As an active member of his 
community, Wolfgang has served as York 
County Legislative Coordinator and on the 
joint operating committee of York County 
School of Technology, Lincoln Benefit Trust 
Board and the board of York Adams Acad-
emy. He volunteers with the Salvation Army 
and York’s Habitat for Humanity. Wolfgang 
was instrumental in helping to form the York 
Area Regional Charter School, a cooperative 
between York City, Central York and York 
Suburban school districts. Wolfgang is a 
graduate of Penn State University and holds 
a degree in electrical engineering technology. 
He is employed by Electronics Manufacturing 
Services Group as a quality assurance man-
ager. He and his wife of 39 years, Sherrie, 
reside in Springettsbury Township and have 
two adult children and three grandchildren.

 

ART LEVINOWITZ 
PRESIDENT-ELECT
Art Levinowitz has spent his entire career 
in the education profession. He has served 
on the Upper Dublin School Board (Monto-
gomery Co.) for 20 years and was elected 
as the president of the board in 2013. He 
was a teacher for eight years and was 
employed as an administrator with the New 
Jersey State Department of Education for 
more than 25 years. For the past 10 years, 
he also served as the president of the joint 
operating committee of the Eastern Center 
for the Arts and Technology. Last year, 
Levinowitz was elected PSBA vice president. 
In addition to that role, he serves on PSBA’s 
Finance Committee and as a director for the 
Pennsylvania Public Education Foundation. 
He previously acted as a PSBA regional 
director and the section 8 advisor. In 2017, 
Levinowitz completed the Pennsylvania 
Education Policy Fellowship Program. 

DAVID HEIN 
VICE PRESIDENT 
David Hein is an active member of the 
Parkland School Board (Lehigh Co.) where 
he serves as vice president, a two-term 
member and chair of the Personnel and 
Finance Committee. He also is on the joint 
operating committee of the Lehigh Career 
and Technical Institute (LCTI). As vice pres-
ident of PSBA, Hein is part of PSBA’s Audit 
and Legislative Advisory committees. He is 
the liaison for the Parkland School Board. In 
this role, he works with his sectional advisor 
and PSBA staff to ensure his board receives 
important and timely legislative and policy 
updates. Hein recently was appointed to 
the Statewide School Safety and Security 
Committee as PSBA’s representative. Hein 
previously served on the Academics, Arts 
and Athletics Committee at Parkland School 
District, as the most recent past treasurer 
at LCTI and on last year’s PSBA Leadership 
Development Committee. Hein regularly 
participates in webinars and live training 
sessions and enjoys attending PSBA’s 
annual conference and Delegate Assembly. 
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MICHAEL GOSSERT 
TREASURER 
Mike Gossert is a member of the Cumber-
land Valley School Board (Cumberland Co.). 
In this position, he has served as president, 
vice president, chairman of the Finance and 
Facilities committees and as a member of 
the Sponsorship and Promotion Committee 
and Negotiations Committee. Gossert has 
20 years of local government experience, 
which includes assignments as zoning officer, 
planning director, project manager, finance 
manager, assistant township manager and 
township manager. He spent six years in 
the banking industry using his government 
finance experience to assist government 
entities, commercial businesses and institu-
tions with their lending and general banking 
needs. He currently is vice president of 
Quandel Enterprises, where he is responsible 
for marketing and business development 
efforts in Pennsylvania. Gossert holds a 
bachelor’s degree in public policy from Penn 
State University and a master’s degree in 
public administration from Shippensburg 
University. In addition to his formal education, 
Gossert served as a United States Marine 
and was honorably discharged in 1988. 

DAVID HUTCHINSON 
IMMEDIATE PAST-PRESIDENT 
David Hutchinson is a 16-year veteran of the 
State College Area School Board (Centre Co.), 
a 40-year State College resident and a Penn 
State University alumnus. He is an enthusi-
astic member of the steering committee for 
the Commonwealth Education Blueprint and 
has served on PSBA’s Governing Board in 
several capacities, including on the Audit, 
Bylaws and Platform committees. Hutchinson 
is an active member of his community. He is 
chair of the Public Issues Forum of Centre 
County, which provides the rare opportunity 
to hear the public voice through meaningful, 
extended conversations on challenging top-
ics. This has included well-attended forums 
on standardized testing and the role of public 
education in the 21st century. Hutchinson is 
committed to promoting good public policy 
and fostering relationships with legislators 
of both political parties. Through his work 
with the National School Climate Council, 
he understands the value of creating school 
environments in which every student and 
teacher feels respected and engaged and 
shares in the responsibility of creating a cul-
ture of learning. He also believes that we have 
a collective responsibility to provide every 
student in Pennsylvania with an education 
that prepares them to be informed, engaged 
and effective citizens. Hutchinson has three 
children who are State College Area High 
School and Penn State University graduates. 

MAURA BURI 
AT-LARGE REPRESENTATIVE (EASTERN)
Maura Buri has been a member of the Upper 
Merion Area School District (Montgomery 
Co.) since 2011. During that year, she also 
started on the Upper Merion Education 
Foundation and the Upper Merion Athletic 
Alumni Advisory Committee. As a champion 
for students with special needs, she joined 
the Montgomery County Intermediate Unit, 
where she has served as a member of the 
Negotiations, Education Foundation and Fa-
cilities committees; secretary; vice president; 
and is the current president of the board of 
directors. Buri is an alumnus of Upper Merion 
herself and a mother of three children who 
are currently enrolled in the district. Buri is 
an active member of PSBA, regularly attends 
trainings, education sessions, seminars and 
events to increase her knowledge of the 
issues facing public education, and builds 
personal relationships with teachers, staff and 
community members. She is a voice for pub-
lic education not only in her community, but 
also at the Capitol. She speaks to the com-
munity about partnering with school districts 
to build relationships and foster opportunities. 
During advocacy days, she has spoken on the 
Capitol steps and has traveled to Washing-
ton, DC, to share information about public 
education on a national level. Buri previously 
served on the Platform and Policy committees 
for PSBA. She continues to strengthen her 
advocacy efforts to better public education. 
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DANIEL O’KEEFE 
AT-LARGE REPRESENTATIVE (WESTERN)
Dan O’Keefe has served as a school director in 
the Northgate School District (Allegheny Co.) for 
more than 17 years, including three terms as the 
board president and seven terms as treasurer, 
and is entering his seventh year as a member 
of the PSBA Governing Board. In that capac-
ity, O’Keefe has chaired several committees, 
including the Bylaws, Audit, Executive Director 
Evaluation, Governing Board Self Evaluation 
and Non-School District Entity committees. 
In 2011, he earned his PSBA Master School 
Board Member accreditation. O’Keefe has 
represented his board to the local career and 
technical center for more than nine years and 
is currently serving as president of the joint 
operating committee. He also was part of the 
Allegheny Intermediate Unit’s board of directors 
from 2015 to 2019. As an active communi-
ty member, O’Keefe is deeply committed to 
making his neighborhood a better place to live 
and work. Over the last 30 years, he has worked 
with the youth of his community, volunteering 
for many years as a one-on-one companion and 
tutor at a home for disadvantaged youth. He 
co-founded an elementary school drama club 
and served as a consultant during the organiza-
tion of the drama club at a second elementary 
school. O’Keefe has been an educator within 
his church’s educational program and served 
on the organization’s planning committee for 
the annual festival for 12 years. O’Keefe holds a 
bachelor’s degree in business management and 
has held leadership roles as a project man-
ager for both manufacturing and engineering 
organizations and as the purchasing manager 
for a global manufacturer. He is a graduate of 
the Leadership Pittsburgh and the FBI Citizens’ 
Academy and is a previous president and board 
of governors member of a regional 501(c)3 
organization. O’Keefe and his wife, Theresa, live 
in Avalon, PA, and have three grown children – 
Becca, who lives in Philadelphia where she is 
finishing her studies at Temple; Sarni, who is 
employed at a personal care facility; and Jacob, 
a recent graduate of Slippery Rock University.

JULIE PRESTON 
AT-LARGE REPRESENTATIVE (CENTRAL)
Julie Preston has been a member of the 
Northern Tioga School Board (Tioga Co.) 
since 2008. She previously served as vice 
president until she was elected as president 
in 2015, a role she currently holds. She also 
represents the district on the Intermediate 
Unit 17 board, where she served as treasurer 
until 2018 when she became vice president. 
She has been a long-time PSBA liaison, a 
regional director and the section 3 advisor. 
She has attended the annual PASA-PSBA 
School Leadership Conference every year 
since becoming a board member. Preston 
has three adult children and eight grand-
children. She and her husband, Keith, are 
retired independent grocery store owners.

BETHANNE ZEIGLER 
CHAIR, ADVISORY COUNCIL / CHAIR, 
SCHOOL BOARD SECRETARIES FORUM 
Bethanne Zeigler is the school board secre-
tary for Shikellamy SD (Northumberland Co.). 
She has worked for this district since 1987. 
She is currently the supervisor of educational 
secretaries and secretary to the superin-
tendent. Zeigler serves as chair of PSBA’s 
Advisory Council and the School Board 
Secretaries Forum. She previously served 
as the 2013 president of the Department of 
School Board Secretaries and was a member 
of the PSBA Governing Board. Zeigler has 
presented at the PSBA School Board Sec-
retaries Conference and the PA Educational 
Office Professionals Annual Conference on 
topics related to the role of board secretary, 
attitude, organization and wellness. As a 
guest speaker, she has also shared the power 
of attitude when facing life’s challenges and 
her own personal story of how she chose to 
be better, rather than bitter. As an invested 
member of her community, Zeigler holds a 
seat on the board of directors of Sunbury 
Revitalization Inc. She has also served on the 
board of directors of the Greater Susquehan-
na Valley Big Brothers Big Sisters program. In 
addition to her community service, Zeigler 
enjoys her role as wife, mother and GiGi.  
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PSBA Sectional Advisors 

Section  Leader  District  Term — two-year 

Section 1  SABRINA BACKER  Franklin Area (Venango Co.)  2020 – 2021

Section 2  THOMAS KEREK  Kane Area (McKean Co.)  2019 – 2020 

Section 3  RONALD COLE  Sayre Area (Bradford Co.)  2020 – 2021 

Section 4 DR. GARY SMEDLEY   Carbondale Area (Lackawanna Co.)  2019 – 2020 

Section 5  MARSHA PLETA  Washington (Washington Co.)  2020 – 2021 

Section 6  ANDREA CHRISTOFF  Mount Union Area (Huntingdon Co.)  2019 – 2020 

Section 7  TRICIA STEINER  Derry Township (Dauphin Co.)  2020 – 2021 

Section 8  AMY GOLDMAN  Radnor Township (Delaware Co.)  2019 – 2020

THOMAS KEREK   
SECTIONAL ADVISOR CO-LEADER 
Maj. Thomas C. Kerek (Ret.) serves as a school director in the 
Kane Area School District (McKean Co.) and is also the Inter-
mediate Unit 9 representative for the district. Maj. Kerek acts 
as sectional co-lead on PSBA’s Governing Board and is part of 
the Leadership Development Committee, By-Laws Committee 
and PSBA EdPAC Committee. Maj. Kerek was involved with the 
redevelopment of the Principles for Governance and Leadership, 
which member school boards throughout Pennsylvania utilize. 
He is passionate about community involvement, especially in the 
areas of education and nonprofit fundraising. Maj. Kerek served for 
10 years as the secretary and treasurer for the Allegheny High-
lands Friends of NRA (National Rifle Association) to promote the 
scholastic shooting sports within the county. In his community, he 
is on the library board and is involved with the Trail Association 
of the Mckean Elk Divide (TAMED), a Rails to Trail project with 
future expansion to other trail groups throughout the common-
wealth. Maj. Kerek has 22 years of service with the Pennsylvania 
National Guard and 28 years in the federal government. He holds 
a bachelor’s degree in history from Indiana University of Pennsyl-
vania. He also matriculated in secondary education at Mansfield 
University prior to receiving a position with the United States 
government. His hobbies include model trains, airplanes and rock-
etry. He also enjoys woodworking, backpacking, muzzle-loading 
hunting, genealogical research and Victorian antique collecting.

SABRINA BACKER 
SECTIONAL ADVISOR CO-LEADER
Sabrina Backer has served as a board member in Franklin Area 
School District (Venango Co.) since 2015, becoming board 
president in 2017. She has been active in public education since 
her children started elementary school and began by joining the 
executive board of their school’s parent-teacher organization. 
Backer has served on many of PSBA’s committees, both past and 
present, including the Hall of Fame, Personnel, Operations, 
Negotiations, Bylaws and Platform committees. She acted as chair 
for the Personnel, Operations and Policy committees. Since 2018, 
Backer has been PSBA’s section 1 advisor and sectional co-lead 
on the Governing Board. She also is a PSBA liaison, a member of 
the Legislative Advisory Council and on the board of directors for 
the Pennsylvania Public Education Foundation. Backer attended 
Fayetteville State University and is the chief clerk/county adminis-
trator for Venango County. She resides in Franklin with her 
husband,   Brian and their two children – Britton, a freshman at 
Penn State University, and Cambree, a sophomore at Franklin Jr./
Sr. High School.
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PSBA Advisory Council 
BETHANNE ZEIGLER 
Chair, Advisory Council 
School Board Secretaries Forum 
Shikellamy School District 

BONNIE J. MILLER CEOE 
Pennsylvania Association of 
Educational Office Professionals 
(PAEOP) 
Pace School 

VINCENT L. CHAMPION ESQ. 
Pennsylvania School Board Solicitors 
Association (PSBSA) 
Champion Law Office, LLC


